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               ñHow do I love thee? Let me count the ways..ò 
ñHow do I love thee? Let me count the wayséò is a poem written by Elizabeth Browning in the 

19th century.  The title of her poem resonates the thoughts of how much I appreciate the love that 

has been shown to me in my first year as the principal of East Fallowfield Elementary.  I came 

to the school with approximately three weeks before school started. The secretary that was at the school for over 30 years 

had just retired and to top it off; my new secretary was not familiar with the school. You would think that the blind would be 

leading the blind.  Actually it was the beginning of putting together a great year. And, my prayers provided me a lamp 

unto my feet and a light for my path to lead us to a having a great first year! Mrs. Moore came back several days to 

acquaint Mrs. Knowles with the operations of the school. Miss Stover, our school counselor, introduced me to the customs 

and traditions that are part of the school. Many of the teachers came in to introduce themselves. A week later, members of 

our hard working and dedicated Parent Teachers Organization came in to introduce themselves and to work on the schoolôs   

landscape. Like a ripple in the pond, the love began to flow. Our kindergarten students came in for Kindergarten Orientation 

and I met my first cohort of students and their parents. 
 

Throughout the year the dedication and commitment of our faculty never ceased to amaze me. They implemented innovated 

teaching strategies and ideas to teach our students. They too empowered themselves to believe that nothing was impossible 

to achieve. The students began to intrinsically buckle down academically and adopted the concept that failing is not an      

option and mediocre work was unacceptable! Out of this belief a student swagger emerged.  They began to call themselves 

ñTHE BIG EASTò!  From this day forward our students will carry that name. My Fifth graders are my first graduating class; 

I am very proud of them. I challenged them to take the leadership role and they accepted by setting the tone for the entire 

student body. I salute them with this poem: 

A Salute for the Fifth Grade  
     

A New Year and time birth forth for the Fledglings of The Fifth,  

Wide eyes soared through the halls in bewilderment as they approached a new phase; 

Contemplating on the unexpected they proceeded in faith, 

Uncertain of the future. 

As they emerged into new classes to prepare for their training,  

The Fifth embraced for the journey with courage.  

Their minds were put to the challenge by the Gurus at the gate, where some stumbled. 

A firm voice, a hug, or smile was a nurturing element 

To lift them UP.  

Parents struggled with the Rigor, but  

The Fifth developed like Gladiators with endless determination. 

Character was transformed in the mist of time.  

 We assembled in my office to plot out the path for our success. 

As the sands of the hour glass empties for The Fifth, 

They have earned the rite of passage, to cross the sea of obstacles, 

To claim what is theirs, 

The Future of The Fifth.  
 

This month was a blast! We had a great school dance, with DJ Massaro, a former student, who came back to rock the house. 

Our students enjoyed the Tie Dye Day that our PTO sponsored. They also sponsored a clothing drive that was a great       

success; we had a pile of clothes about 9-10 feet high.  We ended the week by pulling up weeds and placing mulch in the 

flower beds on our Beautification Day.  
 

Great things are always happening at  

THE BIG EAST.  
  

The mission of the Coatesville Area School District, a learning community rich in diversity and committed to excellence, is to educate all students by    

providing rigorous educational opportunities to become responsible, productive, life-long    learners in a global society." 
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Notes From the Nurse:  
 

 

 

 

 
 

Common cold symptoms: Stuffy, runny nose; sneezing; mild cough; slight aches 
and pains; mild fatigue; sore throat; an occasional headache; some slight aches and 
pains; normal energy level; low or no fever. 
 

Flu: High fever; always a headache; severe body aches and pains; severe                
exhaustion; cough (can be severe); a clear or stuffy nose; occasional sore throat;  
occasional sneezing. 
 

Seasonal allergy: Itchy eyes; stuffy, runny, itchy nose; congestion; sore throat; 
chronic cough; dark circles under eyes. 
  
  

 

           ALLERGY SEASON APPROACHES 
 Thanks to the mild winter, pollen levels are breaking a new 

High record in our area, and our Flu Season is not quite over yet 

ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ǘƻ ǇƛƴǇƻƛƴǘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ          

symptoms. These are some symptoms you could watch for          

ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ ƻŦ tƘƛƭŀŘŜƭǇƘƛŀΥ 

EMERGENCY 
 
It is EXTREMELY important that we have your updated phone number, cell phone     
number, and emergency contact numbers up-to-date.  There have been several           
incidences where we tried to contact parents, and the numbers we have available is no 
longer working.  If your number has changed, please make sure I have it on file.  

 
PROVISIONAL STATUS  

  

Exclusion Letters will be sent out to those students who are on our ñProvisional Statusò 
for NOT having a Physical Examination, Dental Examination or Immunizations. They will 
not be allowed to return to school if these documentations are NOT complete. This is a 
requirement according to the Pennsylvania State Health Department School Code.   
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Absencesé. 
A written excuse is necessary whenever a student is absent, arriving late  

to school, or leaving early from school.  The excuse must include:  
 

Name of the student   

Date(s) of absence/tardiness/early release  

Reason 

Parent/guardian signature  

Absent excuses for full school day(s) must be submitted within two (2) days of the         

studentõs  return to school.  Failure to supply and excuse within two (2) days will result in an 

unlawful absence being recorded for the student.  
 

When arriving to school after 9:15AM  or leaving school  

before 3:30PM,parents must come inside the building  to sign in/out the 

student.  
 

Vacation Requests  
 

Education trips and planned vacations may be excused for up to two weeks during the school year.  

Parents wishing to have their child(ren) excused from school must submit their written request to 

the principal at least one week in advance .   
 

No educational trips or vacations will be excused  

without prior approval.  
 

IMPORTANT NOTICES:    
 

Parents are no longer permitted to walk students past the 

front foyer or eat lunch with the students. Your cooperation 

is greatly appreciated.  
 

Parents, please refrain from picking up students between 3:10pm and 

dismissal at 3:30pm. It is a very hectic time for the office and the classrooms.  

 

Students and Parents are not permitted to enter the school building until 9:00am.   

Students are not to be unsupervised while waiting for entry.  

 

Children being picked - up, at any time, must be signed out by a parent/guardian in 

the main office. At dismissal, parents are to sign the student out in the office, get 

a card with the students name, and pick up the student in the Library.  
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In order to assure the safety of all students who ride the school bus, the 

Coatesville Area School District has the following procedures in place       

regarding discipline:  
 

 1st  offense:  warning  

       2nd offense:  minimum of 3 days bus suspension  

       3rd  offense:  minimum 1 week suspension from the bus  
 

      

Field Trip Information  

Students who participate in field trips MUST   

Submit all required permissions, medical information, and  

have health insurance.  Student Accident Insurance  

may be purchased through a plan offered by  

the Coatesville Area School District.   

If you send money with your child, please label its purpose along 

with the childõs name. 

Money 

Spirit Day 

The last Friday of every month has been declared òSpirit Dayó by 

CASD.  The  students are  permitted to wear clothing other than 

their uniforms such as jeans.  (No ripped or inappropriate clothing is 

permitted.)  A theme for the day will be announced during the week.   

Parent Notification System & Update Information  
     The district implemented an automated communication system 

which conveys important messages to our school community. To    

receive these important messages it is imperative that we have your 

current telephone number.    

 

     If any of your contact information has changed, please send a note to update 

the information as soon as possible.  
 

     If there has been an address change for your family, a Change of Address 

form must be completed in the office and a new bus stop will be ordered.  
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Teachers act as the role model for their students and inspire them to 
lead a peaceful and civilized life. Some teachers are remembered even 
after their retirement, because of their extraordinary service to their 
school as well as students. On many weekends, I would see Mrs. Hurstõs 
car parked outside of the school, while she was inside preparing for her 
students. I can't count the times I came into her room this year and saw 
her still in the classroom after school was dismissed. During one of our 
conversations she told me that she had asked her church to consider 
donating funds to take our After School Tutoring group to the Caln  
Skating Rink. 
 
Our school would not be the success it is today if it were not for the 
hard work and dedication of people like you, Mrs. Hurst. May you retire 
knowing that you have made a remarkable contribution to the lives of 
your colleagues and especially our students. We will be sad to see you 
leave. 
 
 I will say farewell with the Elementary Attention call that I heard you 
use in class. 

Teacher: òboomp ba da  boomp  boompó 
            Students: òboomp boompó 

(Done to the tune of òshave and a hair cut, two bitsó.) 
 
Congratulations on your richly deserved and long-awaited retirement. 
 
Best wishes, 
Mr. Wallace and Your East Fallowfield Family 
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LOST & FOUND 
If your child has misplaced    

anything such as clothing, please 
have them check the lost & 

found located in the             
multi -purpose room by June  
4th.  After that time, all re-
maining items will be donated.  

 
 
   

           

                 Groups & Organizations  
 

PTO Meetings  
 Monthly, First Tuesday at 7PM  

 

Girl Friends Club  
Mon. 3:45 -  4:45  

 

Girls on the Run  
Tues. & Thur. 3:45 -  5:00PM  

 

Girl Scouts  
                     GS Troop 4033:  Mon. 6 -7:30PM  
                       C]eou~o 4708:  Sqa. 6-7:45PM  
                  Brownies:  Tue. 6:30 -7:30PM  
 

End of Year Announcements 
 

 

LIBRARY BOOKS 
All Library books are to be re-

turned by May 30th.  The        
Library will be closing for the 
year on June 1 for inventory.   

If you have misplaced any       
Library books, begin looking now 

and return them when found.  
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Reading Olympics Participants       

April 12, 2012 
 

Annamarie Martin  

Destiney Cropper-Butler  

*Dianna Brown 

*Douggreco Bailey 

Sean Wolstenholme 

Mariama Marshall  

Maya Wilson 

Shawn Sweeney 

Sterling Zaplitny  

    Green Team 

Won a Red Ribbon  

Red Team 

 Won a Blue Ribbon  

*Alex Guinta  

*Avery Johnston 

Belen Archeniega 

Emma Stefanski 

Jacob Kerstetter 

Jazlyn Porter 

Jimmy McEvoy 

Jordan Miller  

Matt Pinkerton  

Mayleth Garcia-Reza 

Blue Team 

 Won a Blue Ribbon  

Alayna Robinson 

Alyssa Shaffer 

Drew Taylor 

*Jeffrey Martin  

Leah Moffitt  

*Morgan Morris  

Nicky Fernandez 

Olivia Gavin 

Stephanie Celommi 

Tatiana Robinson 

BLUE 

BLUE 

* Indicates Team Captains 

RED 
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Try no to blink or you might miss it.  
May is upon us and is going to be a big hit.   

Warmer weather and sunny days are coming. 

Parents and Special People we can hardly believe 

that May has arrived. Our April time together 

seemed very brief but we still managed to get a 

lot in. With the coming of spring the focus has 

been on different animals. This has been good 

preparation for our upcoming field trip to the 

zoo. Hopefully we will see some of the animals we have been discussing 

and learning about.  
 

The celebration of Earth Day was a big hit with all of the little people. 

As we were not able to come together on the actual day, we continue 

to think of ways we can help keep our world clean and resourceful.  

Our little friends have come to a crossroads. The last days are     

drawing nearer. As mentioned before we are trying to emphasize the 

importance of classroom expectations for the end of Kindergarten and 

the beginning of first grade. Many of our little learners are more than 

ready for their journey to begin as a first grader. Kindness and          

appropriate actions will be important factors as we get closer to field 

day, special assemblies and end of the year activities. Remind your   

little person to do their best so that we can all have fun.  
 

In the upcoming days we will be performing our last assessments that 

have been ongoing throughout the year. Continue to work on words, 

letters, sounds, numbers, and counting as well as other basic           

kindergarten concepts.  A little refresher goes a long way.  
 

We look forward to seeing some of you on our trip day, visiting with 

special ladies during our Motherõs Day Celebrations, and a fun filled 

Field Day. As always adult friends, Thank You for all you do!  

Kindergarten  
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We here in 2 nd grade are looking forward to a great month of May!  We will have 

a lot going this month.  We will be going on a field trip to see NATIVE LANDS!  This is 

a great time for students to see different cultures and how they use the land to 

thrive as a community!  Permission slips will be passed out within the next week in    

order to get an accurate count of students and parents who will be attending.  The 

month of May will also consist of a number of assemblies and educational activities, as 

well as field day!    
 

The second grade team is asking that parents continue to remind students to 

show us their best behavior here at school.  As the year comes to a close, students 

(and teachers) get a little antsy with the weather.  We will still be working 

hard and making a push to do our best in every aspect of the day!  Everyone 

should continue to read in school and at home in order for Mr. Wallace to 

pucker up to that cow!   
 

Please remember to utilize First in Math, Reading Eggs, and Study Island at 

home in order to stay sharp.  Keep up with your reading and try to get those òBook Itó 

forms returned in order to get a free pizza!  Thanks again for all your support!  
 

Sincerely,   

Mrs. Harre, Mrs. Hurst, and Mr. Wise  

 
 

 

It is hard to believe that May is here!  Your children are making wonderful 

gains as they approach second grade!  
 

April was a busy month for first grade!  We started  by  dyeing  eggs and the 

Easter Bunny wrote each class a letter and left a basket of eggs that were filled 

with candy! We welcomed spring by writing some beautiful descriptive poems. The 

children were treated to an assembly on physics. We also learned many ways to take 

care of our earth as we talked about Earth Day.  Ask your child about the three R 

words we learned that help us take care of the earth!  
 

First grade worked really hard during April learning how to 

count change to $1.00.  We also have been very busy measuring and   

using addition and subtraction strategies in Math.  In Language Arts we 

continued to work on our high frequency words, practiced reading with     

fluency and expression, and learned strategies to help us with comprehension as we 

read many interesting stories.  Our first grade classrooms are always filled with a 

lot of learning and fun !  

First Grade 

Second Grade 
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Third grade had a great start to the spring season! We enjoyed making Easter Baskets and 

spring decorations. Each class had a pizza party to celebrate all of our hard work preparing for 

the PSSA and completing the test with our heads held high! Thank you parents for helping out 

with your encouragement throughout the testing process. students also enjoyed the book fair 

tremendously! Thank you parents for making our book fair a huge success. We are still enjoying 

a lot of books donated by our great families! We are looking forward to the   Mr. Wallace 

Kisses a Cow event as we keep on reading! Another fantastic event was our     assembly on 

physics.  Students learned about some great scientists and had fun  

watching fellow students get involved first hand in some hair raising experiments!  

  

We are looking forward to our two field trips. The first one is May 4th 

to the Colonial Plantation at Ridley Creek State Park in Media, PA. 

Since 1974 the Colonial Pennsylvania Plantation has offered on -site pro-

grams related to 18th century farm life through its òliving historyó  activities. 

Students will take a tour of the plantation's buildings and grounds and have time 

for questions and answers with local historians. There will be hands -on activities 

for the children to participate in such as candle making and some 18th century chores!  

  

The second trip is to Paradise Farm Camps on June 4th,  in Downingtown.  In this  Environmental 

Education program, guided instruction and free exploration of our 600 acres of hills, meadows, 

forests, and waterways allow students to gain a deeper understanding and appreciation for the 

world around them.   All of the lessons are designed to help teachers meet the standards set 

forth by the Pennsylvania Academic Standards for Science and Technology and Environment 

and Ecology. 

  

During the remainder of the year we plan to focus on reading strategies to strengthen reading 

skills, and basic facts to prepare for higher level computation. We are  still going strong with 

our First In Math  website competition. Please encourage your child to  show you what they can 

do with First in Math at home. Many students are learning above grade level math! Study      

Island is another website that we are still using for language arts and math instruction and 

practice. It is always beneficial to have your child work at home on these websites  several 

times a week for ten to fifteen minutes a session.  Be on the look -out  

for information about summer reading and math activities on the 

school website. Please do not hesitate to contact your child's teacher 

if you need any advice about books or websites for the summer.  

Third Grade  
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Greetings parents!   
 

It is amazing how fast this school year has progressed.  Although the school year 

is winding down we still have a lot that is happening in fourth grade.  We are still    

working hard in order to prepare each child for fifth grade. Also, we continue to hold 

students accountable for the choices that they make.  Please continue to emphasize the 

importance of making good choices.  
 

We are so happy with how hard our students worked on the science PSSA. They 

have really shown a commitment to doing well on these state tests. We are very proud 

of each of our students.  
 

In math, we finished up with multiplying large numbers and now we are working on 

division with remainders. Please continue to review math facts with your child.   
 

In reading, we continue to focus on reading comprehension, vocabulary, and story 

structure. Lately, we have been working a lot with determining the main idea of a     

passage and the details that support the main idea.  Please continue to take time to 

read aloud with your child to help them with their reading fluency and comprehension.  
 

The students are starting a Pennsylvania alphabet book for a project in Social 

Studies. Please ask your child to see the rubric of what is expected.  

Please continue to encourage your child to use Study Island ( www.studyisland.com) and 

First in Math ( www.firstinmath.com ) at home. These are great websites that are    

available for students to work on at home and at school. These websites provide great 

practice on fourth grade content.  
 

We have a field trip coming up quickly. On May 16 th  we will be taking the students 

to Paradise Farm Camps.  Please send in the permission forms, insurance forms, and 

medical information ASAP.  Also, if you have not paid the $15 for the Paradise Farms 

field trip please send that in ASAP as well.  Thank you so much!  
    

          Once again we would like to extend our thanks for your continued support as we 

work to ensure a successful year for your child.  Please continue checking your childõs 

agenda every night so that you are aware of all homework assignments.   

 

 

   

Fourth Grade 

http://www.studyisland.com/
http://www.firstinmath.com/
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May is a busy time for our fifth -graders here at the Big East!   

Some important dates to keep in mind are:  
 

Week of May 7 th  ð Math placement testing for middle schools  

 

Thursday, May 10 th  ð Spring Concert òItõs a Jungle Out There!ó 

 

May 17th  ð Field trip to the Brandywine River Museum  

(permission slips to come out at a later date)  

 

Friday, May 18 th  ð Field Day 

 

May 31st  ð Middle School Orientation  

 

        June 6 th  ð 5 th  Grade Graduation  

    4:00 pm in the multi - purpose room*  
     

This is a change from the previous date of June 7 th   

(this date conflicts with the High School Graduation).   

More information regarding the June 6 th  ceremony will be forwarded 

from your childõs teachers at a later date. 

     

     

Fifth Grade  
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2011/2012 

5th Grade Graduation 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday  

June 6, 2012 

4:00pm 
 

 



 

The WAG Physical Education       

      May has arrived and the warm weather demands us to 
get outside and enjoy the weather.  PE classes will be go-
ing outside as much as possible this month due to the in-
side space limitations.  Please make sure your students are 
dressed appropriately with sneakers and long sleeve shirts 
that are easy to remove when they get hot from running 
around.  All students are welcome to bring a change of 
sneakers as it may be a little muddy for the morning 
classes. 
 

    
 
 
  East Fallowfield Field Day will be held May 18th.  We are 
looking forward to a fun filled day with plenty of activities 
that are sure to get the students wet and messy.  Students 
will need to dress appropriately for a full day outside.  
Hats, sunscreen, and play clothes are encouraged.  Being 
that the date is a little earlier this year hopefully we will 
not have any 90 degree weather but keep an eye on the 
weather forecast so your child is prepared. 
 
 
Get active and stay active!! 
Mr. Stamato E.F. P.E. 
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You are Invited . . . 

 

  To the East Fallowfield Elementary School       

 Spring Concert, Thursday, May 10
th
  

   at 7:00 PM. 

 

The String Students will perform under the direction of Mr. Kinsey 

Sullivan.  The fourth and fifth grade band will perform instrumental 

selections under the direction of Mrs. Judith Hare.  Mrs. Hare will 

also direct the 4
th
 & 5

th
 grade choruses as they join together to      

perform a musical play.   

 

The musical is titled, ñItôs A Jungle Out There!ò 

 

Please plan to attend as we showcase our studentsô talents! 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Concert attire for Band, String and Chorus members: 

Dark on bottom / White on top 



 

The WAG  

 
 

 

 

 

 

We wish to express a thank you to all of the parents who continue to be 

so  involved at East Fallowfield.  We are looking for ways to reach out to 

even more parents. Please share any ideas you have to help increase    

parent involvement in our school.  
 

Suggestions:  

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

 

If you would you like to be on a committee to help review our parent           

involvement plan, please call the school at 610-383-3765 or send this 

sheet to school. 
  

 

______Yes, I would like to be part of the review team for parent involvement.   
 

 

Name _____________________________________________________                              
 

e-mail address ______________________________________________ 
 

Phone number (H)______________________ (C)__________________ 
 

Comments? ________________________________________________ 
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